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all-star family hotels
This year, our favorite getaways are literally and figuratively all over the map— 
a Palm Springs motel that offers both spiked and virgin snow cones, a bucolic  

southern farm, a seriously swanky Bora Bora resort. What they all have in  
common is thoughtful catering to every member of the family, which means  

that for one week of your life, you don’t have to. 

best space odyssey

Ardoer Art Camp
garderen, the netherlands

why we love it Just an 
hour’s drive from Amsterdam, 
Ardoer Art Camp has little to 
do with making art. It’s about 
living in art—specifically, in 
dome tents of varying heights, 
designed by Dutch artist 
Dré Wapenaar. The kids can 
pretend the tents are space-
ships to be commandeered, 
while parents will appreci-
ate their camping comforts. 
A ground-level communal 
tent is equipped with a small 
kitchen and living area. Inside 
the elevated bedroom tents, 
which rock soothingly in the 
wind, are hardwood floors, 
real beds, and windows that 
let everyone see the trees and 
stars. When your troop tires of 
battling imaginary inter galactic 
bad guys or watching the real-
life wild boars that roam the 
surrounding forest, they can 
infiltrate more-familiar territo-
ries, such as the pool and the 
playground, also on site. 

details From $15 a night  
per person, ardoer.com. [Note: 
All listed prices are for accom-
modations that sleep at least  
two adults and one child.]

—Milano Miodini
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best anachronism

The Greenbrier
white sulphur springs, 
west virginia

why we love it Too often, 
old resorts get a redo that 
zaps them of their character. 
But West Virginia’s Green-
brier knew not to mess with a 
good—make that a perfectly 
grand—thing. The mountain 
resort, whose origins date 
back to 1778, has a mod-
ern baroque style, courtesy 
of 1940s decorator Dorothy 
Draper. The vast halls, done  
in crazy-brilliant color palettes 
and adorned with chandeliers 
the size of small rooms,  
can still make guests of all 
ages giddy. And the Greenbrier  
has kept up its old-school  
traditions, too, including  
cocktail-hour mint juleps 
(probably the world’s best; 
legend has it they were 
invented here) and a roster  
of activities like falconry, 
sporting clays, croquet, and 
bowling. After one stay, you’ll 
understand why guests tend 
to return generation after  
generation, always thrilled  
to find that not a thing  
has changed.

details From $275 a  
night for a double room, 
greenbrier.com. 

—Yolanda Edwards



best village experience

Planet Baobab
gweta, botswana

why we love it When we 
say everyone is welcome here, 
we mean everyone—from 
blow-with-the-wind backpack-
ers and enterprising families 
to elephants and playful meer-
kats. It’s not a safari (although 
most families do pair a stay 
here with one), but it offers 
its own incredible adventures: 
climbing ancient treelike suc-
culents; quad-biking through 
the 6,200-square-mile Mak-
gadikgadi salt pans; touring 
Gweta for a taste of African 
village life. What makes the 
camp truly special, though, 
is its organic balance of the 
exotic, the authentic, and the 
hospitable. You stay in a mud 
hut with cushy beds and an 
en-suite shower. The pan-
African meals taste just exotic 
enough. And at the open-air 
bar—which has a view of the 
elephants’ watering hole—
travelers and locals chat over 
cups of red-bush tea and 
games of Monopoly.

details From $227 a  
night for a family hut,  
unchartedafrica.com. 

—MM
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best crowd-pleaser 

Mohonk Mountain House
new paltz, new york

why we love it This is the 
kind of wholesome family-
vacation experience Clark 
Griswold was always hoping 
for. A Victorian castle owned 
by the same family for 140 
years, Mohonk overlooks a 
glacier-formed lake and thou-
sands of acres of unspoiled 
forest in the Shawangunk 
Mountains (a.k.a. the Gunks). 
Your room rate includes three 
buffet-style meals a day, plus 
dozens of ways to commune 
with nature: Choose among 
85 miles of hiking trails (from 
some spots, you can see six 
different states), a swim in 
the lake or the geothermal 
pool, and canoeing—plus 
snowshoeing, ice skating, and 
cross-country skiing in the 
winter. But the real magic 
might just be in Mohonk’s 
after-dark traditions—marsh-
mallow roasts, barn dances, 
and outdoor movies watched 
from rockers on the porch.

details From $600 a night 
for a double room (meals 
included), mohonk.com. 

— Sarah Engler
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best honeymoon redo

The St. Regis
bora bora

why we love it When you  
arrive in Bora Bora, the hotel’s 
sexy white boat picks you up 
at the airport and whisks you 
away to your own over-the-
water bungalow. It sounds 
intoxicating, but not like a place 
that would take kids. In fact, 
the St. Regis Bora Bora not only 
allows them—it adores them. 
In its smart, creative kids’ club, 
children can learn to make 
leis and batik prints and take 
lessons with the pastry chef. 
The sweet staff knows exactly 
what your child wants to eat 
every day (double helpings of 
homemade ravioli that’s not on 
the menu). Add to that all the 
once-in-a-lifetime beauty of 
Bora Bora itself—you’ll snorkel 
alongside turtles and a rainbow 
of fish in the loveliest water 
on earth—and you’ll feel like 
you’re on a second honeymoon 
(with the kids).

details From $1,100 a night  
for a bungalow, starwood 
hotels.com.

—YE
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best southern comfort

The Inn at Serenbe
palmetto, georgia

why we love it Anyplace 
where a child can bottle-feed 
a baby goat, jump in a pool, 
and rule over a tree house in 
the woods deserves five stars 
in a kid’s eyes. But what’s 
surprising about this B&B—
which is nestled in 700 acres 
of farmland and woods in the 
eco-minded planned com-
munity of Serenbe—is how 
thoroughly it gets everything 
right from the adult perspec-
tive, too. The guesthouse 
rooms and barn-wood  
cottages are environmentally 
friendly, beautifully deco-
rated in antiques, and massive 
(especially for the price). The 
chef cooks up classic south-
ern fare (mmm, warm corn 
pudding) with farm-fresh 
ingredients. And in addition 
to offering a regular sched-
ule of hay rides and scavenger 
hunts, the inn encourages 
everyone to take up (fun) 
farm chores, like feeding goats 
and picking blueberries. 

details From $160 a night for 
a cottage, serenbeinn.com.

—Miranda Crowell
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best jungle book fantasy

Natura Cabana
cabarete, dominican  
republic

why we love it Less than 
three hours by plane from 
Miami, this is a cluster of 10 
private bungalows, complete 
with thatched roofs, stone-
tiled floors, and cool cotton 
linens—essentially, the antith-
esis of the enormo-resorts 
that populate the neighboring 
beaches. Natura is blissfully 
low-key and tucked away, 
bounded by dense flora on 
three sides and on the fourth 
by a broad, sandy beach that’s 
nirvana for shell collectors. 
The kids can splash in the cen-
trally located pool or undulate 
for long, lazy hours on the 
beachside rope swing as you 
sit on your own private porch, 
occasionally looking up from 
your book, perpetually in awe 
that you are just a few hours 
from home. 

details From $90 a night  
for two adults and $45 a night 
per child for a bungalow, 
naturacabana.com.

—Rory Evans
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best bang for the buck 

The Ace Hotel
palm springs, california

why we love it This new 
outpost of the boho-boutique 
Ace Hotel group plays up its 
Palm Springs location. The 
San Jacinto mountains peek 
over the walls, the furniture 
is sourced from local vintage 
stores (as are the vinyl LPs 
you can play on the in-room 
turntables), and, this being the 
desert, the pool scene rules. 
The staff manages to be both 
fashionably tousled and on 
the ball, chatting with the kids, 
petting dogs (they’re allowed 
here), and serving up seasonal 
organic-fruit snow cones—
spiked for the parents, virgin 
for the little ones. While  
Dad and the kids nap in ham-
mocks by one of the two 
pools, Mom can repair to the 
spa for a massage. Plus, there 
are free bicycles for tooling 
around and communal fire-
places for bedtime reading 
under a starlit sky. How is this 
less than $150 a night?

details From $139 a night for 
a double room, acehotel.com.

—Hugh Garvey

cookiemag.com
Submit your family-travel  
stories and they could appear  
on Cookiemag.com. Go to cookie 
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