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T h e  o r i g i n a l s
Prototypes of pieces from 
Dunn’s handmade line. 
Each takes a few weeks 
to make; she crafts two  
or three versions of each 
in case one doesn’t come 
out of the kiln looking  
as she’d hoped. “There are 
so many variables in  
ceramics production,” she 
says. “That’s the beauty 
and the beast of it.” 

o f f  T h e  s h e l f
Dunn at her studio, wear-
ing her workday uniform—
two aprons, jeans, and  
no shoes—with her dog, 
Wilma. Her new shop-
studio offers her own 
wares as well as a small 
selection of jewelry and 
clothing by her favorite 
independent designers.

rae dunn

Like many artists, Rae Dunn finds inspiration  
in the past—though she looks further back  
than most. “There’s something appealing about 
the Stone Age,” she jokes. “I love the hand- 
made tools, the idea of living off the land, being  
barefoot—pretty much how I live!”

Dunn has built a hugely successful ceramics 
company over the last two decades, selling  
her tableware, plaques, and vases through both 
a manufactured line, available at stores such  
as Nordstrom and Anthropologie, and a hand-
made collection sold on Etsy and at her newly 

opened shop. Her pieces are instantly recogniz-
able, etched with delicate images or handwritten 
text, and clearly handmade. “I believe in wabi-
sabi—seeing beauty in imperfection,” she says.

After years of working in fashion and graphic 
design, Dunn impulsively signed up for a ceram-
ics class almost 20 years ago. “It became all  
I wanted to do,” she says. Today, she spends 8 to 
10 hours a day “elbow-deep in clay,” building 
each piece and glazing, drying, and firing it in  
a 2,500-degree kiln. Now that her shop is open 
and she’s focusing on painting, she’ll be doing 
less ceramics production. Still, she’ll never  
tire of her first love: “making something beau-
tiful out of dirt.”
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